THE PRESBYTERIAN OF THE SOUTH

WOMAN’S WORK

Conducted by Miss Carrie Lee Campbell

PRAYER.

“When they had prayed the place
was shaken wherein they were
gathered together, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
spake the word of God with bold-
ness. "’

Can these experiences of the first
century be repeated?—W. E., Dough-
ty.

HOW THE AUNILIARY CIRCLE
PLAN CAME TO PRO-
GRESSVILLE.

Mrs. E. D.

Brown.

Characters,

Officers of the Progressville Wom-
en’'s Societies of the First church:

Lad’'es’ Missionary Society—Mrs.,
Allgood, president (for thirty vears):
Mrs. Learner, secretary; Mrs. Hold-
fast, treasurer.

Ladies’ Aid Society—NMrs.
president; Mrs. Quilting,
Mrs. I. 8. Cream, treasurer.

Young Ladies' Benevolent and Aid
Society (organized in 1885).

Miss Waitstill Long, pres'dent;:
Mrs. Olden, secretary; Miss Mary
Younger, treasurer, charter members
of the society.

Note: Enlarge on this as yoa
think best. The words of the various
speakers may be changed or added to
in order to adapt them to the loeal
ronditions, being careful that no one's
“feelings are hurt” by a too personal
allusion. Have everything move for-
ward with briskness and vigor and
do not fear too much fun so that it
points a moral.

Scene 1: The Church Parlor,

Enter Mrs. Allgood. (She carries
a few flowers. For these she finds a
vase, and then begins to rearrange
the chairs and table.)

Mrs. Allgood: 1 do feel so uneasy
about this meeting! That Auxiliary
Circle Plan will be an entirely new
thing to our First church women and
we do not like changes.

{Enter Qu’lting, of
“Ald.”)

Mrs. Quilting: Oh, Mrs. Allgood,
here you are on time and at work as
usual! I don‘t know what that La-
dies' Missionary Society would do
without you. You simply do every-
thing that's done, and then help us in
the Aid Society, too.

Mrs. Allgood: [ do what I ecan,
my dear. [ often wish that more of
our women were interested, but it's
usually the faithful few who do the
work in all our societies, I've found.
Here comes Mary Younger,

(Enter Miss Younger.)

Miss Younger: What's that about
the “faithful few'? You're surely
one of them, Mrs. Allgood. Who is
to pregide over this meeting of offi-
cers to-day? Somebody who can ex-

Hustle,
SeCTrelary;

Mrs. the

plain the Circle Plan, 1 hope, sinece
that is what we are to d scuss.
Mrs, Allgood: Mrs. Learner will

preside. You know she was our dele-
gate from the Ladies’ Missionary So-
clety to the Presbyterial this year and
she came home enthused with the
fdea of one Auxiliary In the Chureh
instead of our three soclot'es. How
this is to be managed 1 cannot imag-
ine, but I suppose Mrs. Learner can
explain it. Here she comes now,

(Enter Mrs. Learner, followed by
the other officers.)

Mrs. Learner: Ladies, this meet-
Ing is to be entirely informal, and I

hope every one of the officers present
will feel free to express her opin‘on.
I suppose each one of us understands
the object of this meeting. We have
come together at our pastor’'s request
to discuss the Auxiliary Circle Plan.
If we decide that we approve the
plan, Dr. Wiseman will call a mass
meeting of the women of our congre-
gation and take their vote as to
whether or not our church shall adopt
it.

Miss Waitstill Long:
we don't approve?

Mrs. Learner: Then I suppose the
matter will be dropped—for a time
at least,

Mrs. Allgood (aside to Mrs. Hold-
fast): And I own that in that event
I shall feel vastly relleved.

Mrs. Learner: 1 believe that we
are supplied with copies of the Sug-
gested Constitution.

Mrs. Olden: I understand from the
constitution the objects and methods
of the new organization, but what 1
do not understand is what is to be-
come of our existing organizations.

Mrs. Learner: Oh, they are to be
done away with at once.

All (in horrified astonishment):
Done away with!

Miss Waitstill Long: But I thought
we were to have circles! Why could
Wwe not have a Young Ladies’ Benevo-
lent and Missionary C'rele just as we
have now?

Mrs. Learner: Ladies, we cannot
succeed with this new plan if we try
to retain our old methods. We must
clear away all our former organiza-
tions and start anew,

And suppose

Mrs. Allgood and Mrs. Holdfast
(gazing at each other): After all
these years!

Miss Waitstill Long: What dis-

tresses me is the thought of giving
up our name, The Young Ladies' Be-
nevolent and Missionary Society was
organized by Mary Younger's saintly
grandmother, who was then our pas-
tor's wife, and Jane Olden and I were
two of the charter members.

Miss Younger: Madame Chairman,
from what I've heard of my grand-
mother, she was a broad-minded and
progressive woman. A Young Ladies’'
Benevolent and Missionary Sovlety
was an up-to-date thing In her day.
Indeed she was rather ahead of the
times in organizing one. 1 believe my
grandmother, if she were living to-
day, would be the very first to agrea
to let our old organizat'ons pass, if
by so doing we can make space for
better things. (Nods of approval from
several of the women, but Miss W. L.
continues to shake her head.)

Mrs. Holdfast: Please tell us how
the circles are formed and who ar-
ranges them.,

Mrs. Learner: As soon as the of-
ficers are elected for the new Auxil-
fary they meet and arrange the cir-
cles. There may be a Business Wom-
an's Circle, a Home Cirele to include
shut-ins, non-residents and others,
and any number of general circles,
In short, the plan ‘neludes a place
for every woman in the church, and
the aim is to have every woman fill
her place,

Mrs. Hustle: But what about the
money? We. couldn’t possibly put our
money together, for you know we
don’t do the same thinge at all.

Mrs. Learner: If we become an
Auxiliary the officers will make out a
budget for the year, and everything
that any society has been dolng will
be included in ft. All the gifts from
the c'reles will be given to the entire

budget and all of us will be working
for all the causes of the Church.

Mrs. 1. 8. Cream: Well, I'm sure
the Ladies’ Aid could never raise its
money by any budget plan!

Mrs, Quilting: But, my dear Mrs,
("reatu.. if we adopt the Auxiliary Plan
there will be no Ladies' Aid!

Mrs. Allgood: Will the circles have
separate or jo'nt meetings?

Mrs. Learner: The circles will meet
separately on one (ay in each month.
Also on one day in each month all
the women in the church are to come
together in an Auxiliary meeting. 1f
there are no other questions let us
hear now from each officer her opin-
ion of this whole matter,

Mrs. Olden: Our pastor's opinion
has great weight w'th me. If Dr,
Wiseman thinks we should try the
plan T shall not oppose it.

Miss Waitstill Long (tearfully): I
can't bear the idea of giving up the
Young Ladies’ Benevolent and Mis-
sionary Society!

Mrs. I. 8. Cream: I like some parts
of this th'ng, but I'm afraid that bud-
get plan will not work.

Mrs. Hustle: But if we'll work,
rerhaps we can work the plan.

Mrs. Quilting: The best thing about
this to me is the hope it offers of
reaching all the women of the chureh
instead of the “faithful few."

Mrs. Holdfast: The most helpful
feature, in my opinion, is the ‘dea of
all giving to all causes of the Church.

Mrs. Allgood: But the thought of
our women meeting ull together,
bound in one blest tie of Christian
love, is the thought that warms my
heart.

Miss Younger: Madame Chairman,
the last three opinions have dec'ded
mine, 1If there is even the slightest
chance that this Auxiliary Circle Plan
will help to enlist all the women ot
the church, to induce them to give
to all the causes, and to bring them
all together, then it's a plan worth
trying. T move, Madame Cha‘rman,
that we, Lhe officers of the Women's
Societiea of the First church, improvoe
the Auxiliary Circle Plan and recom-
mend it to our women.

Four voices: I second the motion.

Mrs. Learner: It .s moved and sec-
onded that we approve the Auxiliary
Circle Plan and recommend it to our
women, I8 there d’scussion? All in
favor of this motion will please sig-
nify it by rising. (Miss Younger,
Mrs. Allgood, Mrs. Holdfast, Mrs.
Quilting and Mrs. Hustle rise prompt-
Iy. Mrs. Olden rises slowly. Mrs.
Cream, with evident reluctance, while
M'ss W. L. remains seated with her
handkerchief to her eyes.)

Miss Younger: All together!

(Miss Long rises hesitatingly. The
women join hands forming a circle.)
End of Scene One.

Bring in results here that have ac-
tually occurred. It is a good placa
to emphasize your annual report, ir
given by a‘local society. Change text
to su't your needs.

Feene Two: Six Months Later.

(Enter Mrs, Learner, Mrs. Holdfast,
Mrs, Quilting, Mrs. Hostle., Miss
Younger and Mrs, Olden.)

Mrs. Learner: We are early, are
we not? Or elgse the other ten mem-
bers of the Executive Committee are
late,

Miss Younger: Yes, we are a few
minutes ahead of time. Do you real-
ize that it is six months ago to-day
since we had our first meeting to con-
sider the Aux'liary Circle Plan? 1
know none of us will ever forget the
agony of reorganization. Suppose wa
have a little “exnerience meatine' ang
each tell what we think of the plan
now. Mrs. Olden, will you speak first?

Mrs, Olden: [ waa not heartily in
favor of the Circle Plan at first, but
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now that 1 see its fruits, I could not
give my consent to go back to our
old way for any consideration.

Mrs. Learner: We have at least
three times as many interested work-
ers in the circle to which I belong as
we formerly had in our three societles
put together.

Mrs. Quilting: 1 have found that
there is a place in our Auxiliary for
every woman in our church—some-
th'ng that fits each one.

Mrs. Hustle: And how wonderful-
Iy our women have developed! There
used to be just exactly three women
in our church that would or could
undertake to lead anything. And now
think of our seven cirecle chairmen
and our six secretaries of causes in
addition to the other officers®

Miss Younger: Have you noticed
how much more real sociability there
is among our church women now?
We enjoy our close assoc’ation in cir-
cle meetings and committee work, and
then so many more women attend the
Auxiliary meetings that we've learned
to know each other better.

Mrs. Holdfast: And we give so
much more! Do you know that our |
Business Women's Circle has given
more to missions in six months than
our Ladies’ Missionary Society gave in
any six years of its existence? ‘Then
giving to all the causes and studying
each cause and its needs has educated
our women in the whole work of our
<hurch. We are learning to be intel-
ligent givers.

Mrs. Learner: Our united prayers,
too, have drawn us closer together.
After all th's is our real work— "‘help-
ing together by prayer.”™

We are working toward these three
alls—all the women, all the causes,
all together—and for our work I be-
lieve we could not have chosen a bet-
ter method than the Auxiliary Cirecle
Plan.

Note: It is not too late to “purt
on" this simple but striking playlet
at ycur Presbyterial,

Nine characters are needed. § cents.
Order from the Woman's Auxiliary,
Field Bu’'lding, St. Louis, Mo,

SOME ADDED ADVANTAGES OF
THE AUXILIARY CIRCLE
PLAN.

Dear friends in the Missionary So-
cieties:

The Auxiliary Circle Plan develops
leaders.

The following testimonials are from
pastors who have the plan working in
their churches:

“People, who formerly took no part
n anything, are now efficient leaders
in circles and other departments of
work."—Willlam Ray Dobyns, St. Jo-
seph, Mo. ;

“Composed of a small definite num-
ber, they feel a personal afid individ-
ual responsibility, and a friendly ri-
valry has been created between the
different circles, each trying to sur-
pass the other.”—H®., M. Green, Dan-
ville, Ky.

“Many who never could be brought
into the old society now active and
interested members.”"—James . Hen-
derlite, Gastonla, N. C.

“If any church wunts to find Iis
true strength in its women member-
ship, let it try the Auxiliary plan."—
P. H. Pleune, Paducalh, Ky.

“It develops latent talent into lead-
ership.”—C. 8. Newman, Gulfport,
Miss,

“It develops the future leaders a#
circle chairmen so that they are fit-
ted for the main Auxiliary official po-
sitions.”—J. B. Hixson, Memph's
Tenn.

“It is sane, systematic, Inclusive.
With s circles, it makes a place for
the last woman in the work of the




